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must have a reasonable opportunity to comment, and the Secretary of
Transportation must review and approve it at least biennially. STIPs
must be approved by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) or
FTA, but copies of metropolitan TIPs should also be provided to the
federal agencies.

In addition, projects have to be selected from TIPs for implementa-
tion. Project selection in metropolitan areas for projects involving
federal participation is to be carried out by states in cooperation with
MPOs and shall be in conformance with the TIP for the area except for
those projects in TMAs [excluding projects on the National Highway
System (NHS) and pursuant to the bridge and Interstate maintenance
(IM) programs], which are selected by MPOs in consultation with
states. Projects in TMAs, the NHS, or bridge or IM programs shall be
selected by states in cooperation with MPOs. In areas of less than
50,000, the state selects projects in cooperation with the affected local
officials for all programs.

Once projects are selected, implementation is dependent on available
obligation authority, which for transit programs is handled on an
individual application basis by FTA. For highway projects, obligation
authority is granted to the state and, subject to FHWA approval, may
be used for any class of eligible projects until fully committed.

GROUP DISCUSSION

Workshop participants were asked to share examples of how the trans-
portation decision-making partnership has changed in their metro-
politan areas. The ensuing discussion revealed a range of issues.

Current and Prospective Partners

Who is "at the table"? How can new partners be brought to the table?
Local elected officials in a California community found that a
consensus among elected officials was undone by voters because the
decision-making structure had not included key interest groups, envi-
ronmentalists, and the business community. The episode underscored
the need to include all interested partners in the process, not just the
interested individuals and formal groups that have always been in-
cluded or are easy to work with.